_What s all the flap in
Oklahoma City?

‘By Larry Kruse

Délig_htfully different: those
intriguing ornithopters.
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This maze of balsa sticks is really the flapping mechanism (above left) of an
ornithopter. As the crankwire rotates, the conrods move around with it causing
the wing spars to move up and down. Simple, isn't it? Ta give you an idea of the
range of wing movement up and down, compare this photo (above right) to the
photo to the left which shows the wings about halfway through their upward
mation. Normal movement is about 44°. Bill Baker and an unidentified helper
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prepare Bill's ornithopter for flight (below left). it's from a kit of Japanese origin
called the Hummingbird being distributed by Hobby House. A closer view (be-
low right) of the cabane assembly and flapping mechanism of Baker's Hum-
mingbird. Mechanism primarily made of pre-formed plastic and music wire.
Flight was extremely fast, with aerobatic, darting tendencies. Wing covering
was tissue paper as was the stabilizer.

Shirley White uses a calculator (above) wired to
her husband Roy's winder to keep track of the num-
ber of winds put into his Rara Avis. Holder of multi-
ple national ornithopter records, Roy (at left) poses
with an indoor version of his Rara Avis.
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